
 

NOAH BECKER: A STRANGER IN A STRANGE LAND 

November 12 – December 20, 2020 

Orange Art Foundation is pleased to present A Stranger in a Strange Land, 
an online solo exhibition of recent paintings by Noah Becker. On view 
digitally now through Sunday, December 20, 2020. In conjunction with the 
exhibition, a catalogue that showcases all the selected works has been 
produced and is available online.  

Becker’s paintings feature a variety of references to art history and modern 
life. It’s a repository of cultural images that he has reconfigured into a new 
format – for a variety of reasons. He pushes the boundaries of traditional 
painting, old master painting, or even pop art – yet he liberates the 
imagery from its influence over him. The result is a new image built from 
diverse influences and, at times, recognizable imagery from art history or 
daily life.  

As the artist points out, “Mood is an unrated aspect of painting, either 
conveyed through color, or a sense of familiarity. It’s a balance between 
art history, my personal story and where or how a painting sits in our current world.”  

Regarding his work, art critic Donald Kuspit writes, “Sometimes he is on stage, sometimes he is symbolically 
present in the form of the rocks, as his signature graffiti suggests, orchestrating the scene if sometimes from 
the wings. Carrying his baton or slapstick (paintbrush), the Harlequin can change the scene at will, participating 
in it or not but controlling it – stage-managing it. In all his self-portraits Becker is a stranger in a strange land—
at home nowhere, and so in peculiar exile everywhere--and as such suffers from what the existentialists call 
‘dreadful freedom’.” 

We are living in such a strange world and at such a strange time in which creating art has become a big 
challenge. As Anthony Haden-Guest notes in his essay about the artist, “When so much supposedly radical art 
comes with a family tree almost visibly attached, it’s rather refreshing to be confronted with such normal-looking 
work that is so deeply different.” 

ABOUT Noah Becker 
Noah Becker (born 1970) is an American and Canadian artist, writer, art publisher, and jazz saxophonist who 
lives and works in New York City and Vancouver Island in British Columbia. A prodigy in painting and drawing, 
Becker was born in Cleveland, Ohio and grew up on a 40-acre farm on Thetis Island, off the coast of British 
Columbia. He moved with his family to Victoria, British Columbia, at age 15, after their house burned down. He 
had little early formal education and did not attend high school but excelled at writing. He was a painting 
student at Victoria College of Art, and studied saxophone in Toronto before moving to New York in 2010. 

About Orange Art Foundation 
Orange Art Foundation is an experimental curatorial platform committed to supporting, realizing, and preserving 
the artists' vision by organizing exhibitions, publishing books, and collecting work of artists that present shifts in 
contemporary art practice and thought. 

Facebook, Instagram: @OrangeArtFoundation  

For more information or to make an appointment, please contact A.J. Song, asong@orangeart.org, or visit the 
website at www.orangeart.org.
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